
*Sophomore Honors English II Summer Assignments: 2014 
Mr. Kelly. My email-kelly.j@woodstown.org 
 
Our summer reading program allows us to introduce you to three more 
pieces of literature that perhaps you have not been exposed to previously. In 
the course of next year, we will cover various pieces of literature from a 
wide variety of genres. Many of the themes that we will cover next year, will 
be introduced to you in many of these books. It also ensures us that higher 
level students do not go several months without reading. It is my hope that  
you will find some literature in the list below that you will both enjoy and 
find educational. 

 
1. Read The Good Earth by Pearl Buck.  You may want to take notes on characters, 
significant events (and even some seemingly minor events), and think about theme (Why 
did Pearl S. Buck write this book?  What is she saying about people and/or life, in 
general?). You cannot use your notes for the test, but to some it may help refresh your 
memory about certain items in the book as you prepare for the quiz.  There will be a 
written test on this novel during the first week of school in September.  This test will 
include questions about characters, events, passages (e.g. who said this and why?), 
themes, etc… We will also discuss the novel and I am hoping you will have much to add 
to the discussion.  A suggestion-read this story last as the book should be fresh in your 
mind for the quiz. 
 Choose TWO of the following choices below: 
One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest by Ken Kesey* 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
In Country by Bobbie Ann Mason 
The DaVinci Code by Dan Brown 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan 
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller* 
Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger* 
The London Eye Mystery by Siophan Dowd 
Artichoke’s Heart by Suzanne Supplee 
 
The asterisk denotes that some of the content is directed for mature students. 

 
2. Choose ONE from the following projects to do for ONE  of your choice books: 
 
● Write a poem that a main character would write. Knowing the character’s 

personality, write a poem that expresses the way he/she feels about what is 
happening to him/her in the book. The poem does not need a set amount of 
stanzas and can be free verse. It must have at least 50 lines and a title. It is 
important that you convey the emotions of the character and show your ability to 
empathize with him. 

 



● Write a magazine interview with a character or characters from the book. Let the 
interviewer ask some background questions (name, age, occupation) and inquire 
into specific incidents from the story. Examples :a) How did you feel when your 
cousin died? b) Why did you run away instead of talking with loved ones first? 
Once again, total word count must be at least 500 words.  Ask probing and 
relevant questions that pertain to personality and actions of the character. 

Be sure to make sure the length is appropriate and that the character’s feelings are 
relayed to me. You need to fully understand the character to “think outside the box” 
and be him/her. 
 
 
3. For the third book (second book of choice), you will create a journal. You will 
need to enter four entries. Each entry will be at least 250 words, and a total of at least 
1000 words.  You will be the main character of the novel, and in an attempt to fully 
understand that character, write four entries expressing that person’s viewpoint in first 
person point of view.  
Entries will be on these topics: 
● How that character feels about a particular character. You will do TWO of these 

entries on two different characters. Include feelings on that person, specific 
incidents that the characters shared with each other, description of the character’s 
feelings and personality, similarities and differences between the two, and perhaps 
how that character changed for the better or the worse, etc. 

● An entry describing the character’s setting (home, hometown, institution or school 
era, etc). Describe the setting so that I feel like am there. Include at least two 
devices of figurative language (simile, metaphor, alliteration, hyperbole, 
personification, etc) and feel free to quote the novel. After describing the setting 
from the character’s point of view, include what the character likes and/ or 
dislikes about the setting. Give examples and expand on these details. In essence, 
why does the character like or dislike where the story is taking place? You may 
wish to include who resides there as well, the appearance of the place, positive or 
negative memories of the place, etc. 

● For the last entry, include how the character, whose point of view you are 
undertaking, has changed throughout the novel. Give his personal insight and 
reflection how he has changed, positively or negatively, in the book. Provide 
examples from the novel to properly support these points of view.   

 The first two entries are based on your ability to provide insight that proves the 
character’s feelings and provide details and examples to support your claims. 
Obviously, the proper length is vital. These are worth 25 points each. The third entry 
will be based on your use of figurative language, details and examples from the story 
and insight from the character expressing his views on the setting. Also, proper length 
is important. This entry is worth 25 points. The last entry you need to provide 
examples of the change the character has endured in the novel/play. Length is vital as 
well. Total is 25 points as well. 
Thus all entries together total 100 points. 
 
All three grades will count as quiz grades. Quizzes count 35% of your grade and we 



have approximately 8-10 quizzes per marking period. Thus, your summer reading 
grade will be about 15% of your first marking period grade. On a larger, more 
important note, it allows you to read more pieces of literature that you would not have 
been exposed to. Personally, that is more important to me. Please email questions, but 
please only give me hard copies of the assignments. They will be collected the FIRST 
day back to school. 

You can email me anytime this summer with questions as I check my email at least twice 
a week. My email is: kelly.j@woodstown.org. 
 


